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£ B44 PANAMA. 


pespetch yo. 1 6th january 1948 


confidential 113 JAN . | 
ai Me il i . A SS open age ROMER 


gir 9 (— 


with reference to my telegram yo. 1 of 5th january, 
regarding jewish illegel immigration into palestine, IT 
have the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of the 
note from the yinistry of poreign pelations announcing the 
withdrawel of registration from the s.s. PaN YORK and the 
S-S- PAN CRESCENT, together with a copy of my reply thereto. 


jt is a measure of the mpnner in which the yinistry have 
handled this question that though they refer to my notes 
nos. 141 and 142, they have evidently not read at least the 
latter with any care, in view of their remarks about the s.s. 
TRADE WINDS,» PADUCAH 9nd NORTHLANDS- J have not as yet 
informed them of the confiscation of these ships by the 
Government of palestine mentioned in your despatch no. 129 
of pecember 2athy s to do so seemed likely to provoke a — 
further outburst which, though obviously unjustifiable, 
seemed likely further to exacerbate a difficult situation. 
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I am sending a copy of this despatch to pis yejesty's 
Ambassador in washington. 


t have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 


| (Ma Gay 
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DePe N@ 20. 


Sefior Ministro: 

Tengo el agrado de referirme a las atentas notas 
de Vuestra Excelencia nimeros ig4iy 142 de 30 de diciembre 
Gltimo, por las cuales se sirve reiterar la solicitud del 

ilustrado gobierno inglés, en el sentido de que se proce 
da a le cancelacién de las patentes de navegacién panamee 
Ha, correspondientes a los barcos "PRESIUBNTE WAKE 
“TRADE WINUS", "PAVUCAH", "NORTHALANDS", "panyouxk" 

" PANC KESCENT", 

Sobre e1 particular, eiimpleme remitir a Vuestra 
Excelencia junto con la presente copia autenticada de la 
Resolucién N®# 1530, dictada por conducto del Ministerio de 
Hacienda y Tesoro, por la cual se cancelan defintivamente, 
de acuerdo con las di sposiciones que ri.en la materia, las 
inscripeiones dn la marina mercante de Panawd de las naves 
denominadas "PANCHESCENT" y "PANYORK", que figuran registra 
das como de propiedad de F, B, Shipping Coe. S. A, 

Con respecto a los barcos "PRESIDENT WARFIELD®, 


“TRADE WINUS", "PADUCAH", y "KORTHALAMDS", cimpleme manifes 


tar a Vuestra Excelencia que ain no se ha podido establecer 
de modo fehaciente la idlegalidad de las actividades que 36 
le sefialan a dichas nea es; sin enbargo tan pronto como que 


se cuenten con las pruebas documentales requeridas por la 


Su Excelencia 

John Dee Greenway 

Enviado Extra ordinario y Ministro Plenipotenciario 
de Gran Bretafia, 

Cludadae 
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Susouicnas paves, 

“1 cuanto a las observwaciones nechas por Vuestra 
LAcelencia sobre el Comunicado de Prensa expedido por este 
Ministerio con fecha 18 dé octubre dei afio préximo pasado, 
veseo wanivestarle gue este comunicado se basa en los ine 
Pormeés que posee la Cancillev:fa sobre las actividades de 
loz expresadog baccos, ¥ finaliua.. consistfia en dar a 
conocer ci coiivuiuo y verdadero alcaice ce ls ley panamee 


Nha aplicaLle al caso de tales RAVES. 


Aprovecho la oportunidad para testimoniarle lag 


seguridades de mi mds alta y Gistinguida conside:-acifa, 
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PANA LIA ORGANO aiaecuUTIVO NACIONAL 
MINIST#RIO DE HACISNDA Y TESORC 


UCLON No, 1530 Raiao: Marina Mercante 
PaivAniA, Ener- de 194 


% LA RUPUALITA 


Cons titderando 


ql per informaciones oficiales obdtenidas del Sr.Cénsul de 
los Estados Unidos de América, eneargado de los intcreses consu- 
lares de PanamA en Estambul, Turqufa, se ha obtenido la prueba de 
que les barcos denominades PAN CRESCENT y PANYORK. del registro y 
bandera panamenos, se dedican al transporte ilicito de pasajeros; 
esta ocasidédn tomaron a su bordo en BL } econ desti- 


Que e 
no a La Palestina. las siguiantes cinttiazes de ps eros dandesti- 


nos: 


FAN YORK; 2368 hombres; 1914 mujeres y 1507 nifios; 
PAN CRESCOSUT: 2352 hombres, 2924 mujeres y 987 nifios; 


ad 
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Que de acuerdo con las Patentes de Navecacién resnectivas €308 
barcos no estan hadvilitados pars conducir pasajeros; 


gue tal hecho constitiuye comercio ilicito, por lo que proceue 
la cancelacion del registro panamerios de esos bdarcos, de acuerdo 
eon lo establecido por el articulo primero de la Ley 5 e 1925; 


Vo 


Cancelanse Definitivamente., de acuerdo con el art. primero de 

Ley 54 de 1925 las inscripciones del Registro de la Marion Mer- 

@ Nacional de las naves denominadas PAN CRESCANT y FAN YORK, que 
e la F.B. SHIrrING Co., S.A.3 


Se declaran canceladas asimismo las Pateates Provisiondes 
navcgacién de esos barcos cuyos detalles y caracteristicas se 
san a centinuacion; 


PAW ORSSCaNT: Patente rrovisional No. 868 de 25 de Abril de 


MOU Le 


1987, Casco de acero, construfdo en el aflo de 1901 en Newcoort News , 
Virginia, astados Unicos de américa; 


as 


PAN YORK; Patente Fravwisional No. 859-NY de 5 de iiayo de 1947, 
casco de acers, construfdo <n el aflo de 1901 por Newoort News Ship- 
building & Drydock Co., de Néwsort News. Virginia, Bstados Unidos de 
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the United Statee of imeriesa. in chserge of Panama's consular in- 
terests ot Istanbd rice y, Droof has been adduced that tne ves- 
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PAM YORK: 2355 men. 114 yvwomen med 15¢C7 children; 
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LVS 


To cancel definitively. in aceorefance with article 1 of Lay 


54 of 1986 the Repistry in the Natioial Merchent Marine of the 
vessele bearine the nomes PAN CRUSCSNT and PAN YORK, which are 


recistered as tne prowrty of the PLB, SHI: FING cO,. INC, 
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he 


Tae provisiconn’ Licences or Navigation issucd to the said 
vessels, specifiertions of which are given below are aleo declared 
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PANAMA 
5th january 1948 


wonsieur le ministre, 


- have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your 
excellency's note yo. pp.-20 of Srd january in which you 
inform me that the penamanien registration 


were good enough to 
of the s.S-e PAN CRESCENT end the S.S- PAN YORK has now been 


definitely cancelled. 


am most grateful to your excellency for the promptness 
with which so soon after taking over your new duties as yinister 
for pworeign Relations you have been able to settle this 


vexed question. 


ith regard, however, to your pxcellency's references 
PADUCAH: NORTHLANDS and PRESIDENT 

my note No. 142 of pecember JOth 
llegal transport to 
by the three first 
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in which perticulars were given of the i 


palestine of a total of 5,060 imnigrents 


nenes, the PRESIDENT WARFIELD being, 98 st 
unger reference, of yrondurarean Re istrye 
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with the highest consideration, 
yonsieur le winistre, 
your pxcellency's most obedient servent, 
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De 2025 PeMe 12th January, 1948 


CONFIDENT LAL 


Your telegram iio. l. 


Panemanian vessel Medina sailed for Genoa 9th January 
With cargo of sugar from Cuba. Carried more rafts than 
necessery. Gibralter edvised. 


2. I have no means of communicating with Madrid nor 
Levers Te. 


sie 


3914350 GH003Y 9178NMg 


aouasafay 


NOGNOT ‘391430 040934 
JITEAd JHL JO NOISSIWHY3d INO 


THLIM ATIWOIHdVYDOLOHd O99NGONdIY 
38 OL LON ~- HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


ana! 


: ean aeil si Saher’ Pavercven ° aenah ici big ages vi as 


ne 7 


re — 
ath ee pa ake dake aeons 
© yo tok. = é By od 


te 


2 
Ce 
ao 
[od 
io) 
ee] 
m 
OQ 
© 
be] 
i=] 
(=) 
vn 
il 
ie) 
mi 
Last Paper. (Minutes.) . a 
4 S 
EsSlb faa ; 
, § 
® 
References. 
a 
\ 
oe ie) 
mcmo 
gis 
2282 
(How disposed of.) _ 2 4 of 
eyyP th AGU. ate 
Posy GolparhO S32 
Pek | 5388 : 
1. VOU sik 
S =~ OF 
Fi pie 
; os 2O 
wh t ‘ tg p> =z 
oro 
a ts 
Q an J 
rtd . 
+4 @ 
= m 


Cafe 1 
7 


s}iu 


RO 
YY pe 


(Action (Ipflex.) 
completed. | 


se\n _ 


eee ow rE ee EO! OA OCCA AOE 


Next Paper. 


“ems! 


Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC 


FROM SOFIA TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mir. Sterndale Bennett. D. 5.45 peme 15th January, 1948.6 


Noe 65 
135th January, 1948. 


IMMEDIATE 
CONFIDENT L 


My telegram No. 59. 


Illegal Immigration to Palestine. 
tly be proposing lines which our reply 
oe ee hile a gest immediate telegran be 


night take. Meany 2 
eant to Cyprus asking urgently for information on the 


following points 


How many passengers were carried by 
"Pen Cresent" and "Pan Yerk" respectively. 


Re 6015 Dems 13th January, 1948. 


(b) Whether it can be established that the 
| Majority if not all embarked at Bourgas. 


(c) Whether there is any indication or the 
reverse that they ever had Penamanian 


ViSaSe 


Whether any Jews of Bulgarian residence 
were in the partye 
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No. 79 
17th Jaguary, 1948 
MEDIATE es oe = a 
My telegram No. 62 [of 14th January: Jewish illegal aged a ee es 
immigration]. 


inswers to remaining questions in your telegram No. 63 
are as follows: 
b) Yes, all; — 
c) No {ndication; 
No indication. 


D. 2.26 pem. 17th January,1948 
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Colonial Office, 2\ 
The Church House, 
Great Smith Street 
westminster, 
Dewe ls 
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I enclose, for your use, a 
spare copy of Palestine C.1I.D. Report 
No.100/54.0/GS, dealing with 
s.s. Maria Christina (alias 
Lo Tafhidunu), which arrived at Haifa 


carrying illegal Jewish immigrants, 
on the 23rd December, 


(Ps: Ce Holmer) 
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SECRET 46 December, 1947, 
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At 1.30 p.m, on 22nd p ceomber; 1647 a 
motor schooner currying illogal immigrants was intors 
cepted by HéMs ships some sixty miles north-enst of 
Port Suid. fhe vessel wag kept under surveillance 
until 3 i..4m. the following day when, at 2 position 
off C.rmel roint, it was boarded by a naval party. 
The boirding party met with no resistince from the 
immigrents. | 


The illegel vessel was brought into Haifa 

and.tied up at the carge jetty. At approximatcly 

Selle On 23rd December disembirkution of the 
pessengers commenccds Transhipment to the "Ocean 
Vigour" proceeded without incident, the operation 
being completed by l p.m. and shortly afterwards the 
transnort sailed for Cyprus, Pinal bre.kdown of the 
transhipment is ag follows:« 


“Male Female childron 


To "Oeean Vigour" 401 501 149 


To Government Hospital, 
aifea for treatment 


Relatives of the sick to 
Athlit Clearance Camp 


Total « 882 
The immigrants were mainly of Po.ish, Rumanian 
origin and appéared healthy and well cared 
Cursory interrogation on the quayside elicited tho 
information that many of them were previously in UNRRA 
eamos in Germany, Austria and Italys The camp at 
Polvse in Italy was frequently mentioned, A few of the 
inaigrants stated that they left this camp on the 
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FRO TUNIS TO FORSIGN on fF 66 p, 
' 


ajesty's Consul General 


HO. 6 saving 7 
7th Janacry, 1948. Re 1635 vee Lath godANy L 


Residency Ceneral infermed me this morning that 
they have been advised by Paris of the expected 
arrival in Tunis from France towards the beginning of 
next month, of a Jewish emissury named Fisher. Object of 
mission is said to be to discourage Tunisian Jews from 
proceeding at present to Palestine in spite of any 
encouraging reports they may receive from funisian 
nucleus already there. If this is so the journey 
appears unnecessary as few if any wish to go. 


2, Please repeat to Paris as my Saving telegram 
Ne. 1 of Januery 7th 


(Repeated to Paris Saving]. 


i|Copy sent to Meu. Secretariat |. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


8th January 1948 


Ref: G24/-/48 


Dear Department, 


Please refer to Foreign Office telegram 
No. 10771 of the 18th October last about the 


detention and subsequent release of the motorship 
BONITO at Gibraltar. 


26 We enclose herein a copy of a letter from 
the Suwannee Fruit 


Vice Consulate at another ship 


in the near 

Honduran 
registry of both the PATUCA and the BONITO was 
requested on the 27th January last year and, after 
discussing the matter here, we replied that we 


had no objection. We have had no reason to suppose 


that this company has any connection with the 
illegal immigration traffic. 


Yours ever, 


Chancery 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 


aduaLafay 
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PRS WR er. a SECS enya a Ne: 


Suwannee Fruit & Steamship Company 
Foot of Catherine Street, 


Jacksonville 1, Florida; 
January 5, 1948 


Mr. F.J. White 
British Vice-Consul 


Jacksonville, Florida. 
Bear Mr. White, 


We have just completed negotiations to charter 
Our Honduran MS "paTucan for a trip fron Sagua 


La Grande, Cuba, to Genoa, Italy, with full cargo 
of alcohol in drums, 


Sail from Cuba 
upon completion 


of discharg we plan to bring 


return cargo of 


May we ask that you pass on this information 
to the various Branches of your Government who may 
be interested since we do not want to encounter the 


difficulties we had recently in Gibraltar with our 
MS "BONITO", 


' Yours very truly, 


/8s/ C, DeMontmollin 
Asst. to Vice-Pres, 
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I enclose herein a copy of a letter from 
Vag hington Chancery a:out the Hondurian 
motor-ship "vatuca". You may care to pass 
on the Company's request to Gibraltar. 


aduaLafay 


Be I eam sending a copy of this letter 
and its enclosures to Schen. 


Yours sincerely 


( Sed) (JeEs Cable) © 
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eS. PATUCA. 

Above-named vessel, owned by Company which 
also owns MeS.BONITA, will pass through Gibraltar 
shortly bound for Genoa with cargo of alcohol. 

2. We have no,repeat no,reason to suopose sHAt 
this company is connected with traffie in illegal 
immigrants to Palestine. 
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af. oterndale Sennett 
No. 59 De. 7.47 pew. loth January, 194 


léth January, 1948 &. 4.57 pom. 15th January, 194. 


kepeated saving te Jerusalen, Washington, Buctrest and 
United Kingdom Delegation New York. 


Ro TRICTED 


Addressed _ to Foreig Office telegram No.59 of January 18th, | 
repeated Saving to Jerusalem, Washington, Bucharest and 
United Kingdom Delegation New York. 


uy despatch No. 390. 


‘ 


Illegal immigration into Palestine. 


Inaediately after receipt of your telegran No.31 and 
bef re I could take action on it I received a note from the 
Bulgarian siinister for Fereign Affairs ef which the 
follewing is translation. 


[Begins]. 


in connexion with the letter which your Excellenc; 
wes good enough te send ae on Deceaber 27th. I an compelied 
to reject evrergetically any reproach direct or indirect to the 
Sulgarian Governaent or its ergans in relation to passage 
acress pulgarian territery ef a certain number of Reumanian 
and ‘lungarian nationals travelling te Panama. 


2e ‘The emigrants in question held regular passports for 


S 


their emigration to Panama and the bulgarian authorities granted 


Tet 


491440 G4093Y¥ 9119Ng 


aduaLafay 


‘3014540 Gyoogay 


NOGNO1 


thea peraission to transit Bulgaria tor entarkation on Panananiar® 


ships. The Bulgarian authorities had neither reason nor 
interest to question regular passports issued by states with 
which -ulgarie is in friendly relations and from whoa she 
claims to receive treetment baced on tre principle of 
reciprecity. it is truly surprising that such an act by the 
Bulgerigen autherities which conforas to the rules and customs 
ef international relations can be considered as an infringement 
of the United Natiens Charter. 


5»  bulgsrian authorities have ne information that any 
Bulgarian nationals were aszengst the emigrants. They did 
‘ive peraission to any Bulgarian Jews te eabark en the 
Panamanian chips "Pan Crescent" and "Pan York", rs 
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athe 


a 


Ulgarian Gevernuent 
on you base yourself on @ decision of the United 
rning Palestine. If your contention that the 
emigrants in question intended in fact to go to Palestine is 
correct I should have to draw your attention to the obvious 
fact that the bulgarian Government which is not a sember of 
the United Nations is not in a »esition to know the decisions 
of the United Nations ab ut Palestine; it ms neither been 
invited to be represented when the Palestine question was 
discussed nor inferned of the recoaazendations of the United 
“ations of which you speak, nor esked to lend its aid in 
ianlementatien of these recommendations. In these 
circumstances allew me to eaphasise here tmt it is astonishing 
te reproach the Bulgarian Governaent for not conferaing to the 
decisions of the United Nations when it is well known that 
certain Great Powers, centrary to all spirit of equity and 
to the ¢€xpress obligation undertaken by thea did their utmost 
to reject admission ef Bulgaria to the United Nations at the 


last session. 


4, [sic]. The only way to ensure and render pos-ible 

the effective collaboration of Bulgaria with the United Nations 
in all international questions is to have her admitted ac a 
member of that body on the same basis asether states with 
equality of rights and to guarantee respect for her 


Sovereignty. 


cent te Kisdle tast Secretariat], 
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.J ng ane 
La Vell @ 


Jewish illegal immigration, 


oulparian Governuent claim that t e 13,000 odd 
Jewish illegal immigrants who recently left that country 
on board the "Pan York" and "Pan Orescent" nad entered 
Bulgaria from jungary and toumania in possession of 


ussports for their emigration to Panama", ‘hey 
these passports were issued by the liungarian 


oumanian authorities, 


aa luvestigations are being :iade in Cyprus but, as 


are usually destro ed by Jews before sailing, 


are unlikely to yield much infornation. I should be 
grateful, therefore, 
Bucharest and Budapest would endeavour to ascertain whether 
SUC passports were 


Jungarian authoritie 


panananian visas. 
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I have written ..inistry of : affairs using 
the arguments in your telegram io, 76 Rome put | aa 
should be glad of any “urther details as ..talena . ee 
does not appear in recent suspect lists and 
information on Cypress in list number 27 is not very 


convincing especially in view oF the lust sentence, 


Incidentally information in the same list 


regarding wi¢dina is equally convusing. 


[Copy sent to .iddle sast Secretariat]. 
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immigration]. 


noyoress” and “..edina™ are both owned »u 


“icheele (or 7 iguel) “.*. of Panama, of wht! 
(prother and associate o1 Jean Pandezis) is a dire 
“vy telegram No, 84 to i gives additional reasons 
suspecting “edina", while recent reports Sugess that 
d' Andria may be connected with “sy ress", wnic ch browzht a 


oe rgo oi rafts to Genoa ior "GucraZZzi™, see 
‘andria. ‘ihe report that the crew Oo: 


aoe 


a be paid off is significant, as it is stands rd 
the final a: or 


the traffic to engace a new crew before 


Panamanian Ledete OF LON Bross 
4 Mm assocole 


registers cnet by Three Star «ine in ec fe 
1 this 


With Mew ean League ftir a Free Palestine. 
organisation has hitherto "oneentrated oy 

funds in the United d States for Jewish terror sts 
alrsady sent one illegal immigrant ship to Val eee 
the ®Abril® alias "en “Techt®. 


Se American 
‘pram Stawsky) are 
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known extremists, are in charte 


or 


‘391440 QY003y 


we on ®\talena®. 


NOGNOT 


Dre spavations for embarxing o 


ccc 


J118fid FHL 40 NOISSIWY3d LNO 


“HLIM ATIWOTHdVYDOLOHd G39NGON gay 
38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


Py peeeaienae iacoaamui caine air mci iae tents 


4 
Caer e tee newest 
oe een nee, cae tet ere wee a ee eat a ere mee, 
ar eee fe ee Moomaere “ eg ee 
r * Stes Tete wesiein ter O6e 
3 ger Bie ete 


\ é 
ERE renee Sie ete 
. = aN me ae seme ES a Sm RA AV ee 2 
ws ee man 97a ES a Rt ene otren anes une 
swe pete: Sms memnerper se ee 


Teton wee tata men emetme ipa oe we ~ OF nye cette ee we ARN = Soa ne oe ee em MOA pea e onbey ee memenn ee we here apaerEdn at eens“ aoe we nee - ens D cnianiiesaaaathhanh immeienie 
. Feet ated tae te ad ; 
: 
3 : 
seene wee. omen 
. 


santa eee 


é ~ . Ze : . ¥ 
sides cere So - ee : . Cy ee we 8 S : er ; Slee ee a eee ee fe = Halen ee = a > ee as pees rig td ma a oa 
Dons yf fi ia 2 taste : : : : ai 2 f : : : reek or - : A : eee j a 28 = : 
f j - hid ; ‘ ? i ea ‘ s : a = f 2 7 : : a es ; : % . 
2 ot er ! : caer ey fe _— - 
rN | | s | or 
. 7 _ P) S <u 
r 7 ; an 
vf ae f ea . 
io . aa / # pe 
e = & > } Lr 
. f . } ! 
z . ; 
; ds oT . A 
' f 
4 


| i <b ; . 
} 
Oo asc Last Paper. (Minutes. | 
a 
E bs oO 
References. 
Esqyjalc 
4 2 
Berg 
(How disposed of.) SS 
re ee Secs 
eae : fi ac ofsFf 
‘y) m9: 
BP S528 
N ~ BO 
| = (6, B262 
= a > 
« hy 82s 
= 1 
i >} 
cp sz 
; Yl} jo! bx 697 coo 
QO <a 
40 
= 


19, 
Pom ornde a 
ho. | Qn, 
Cons. Yonh iw | | a 


hid. . 


(Action (Tages. 
completed. ! 


Next Paper. 


: ae 
| 25888 -F.O.P,. 


. 
: 
5 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL 


FaOk WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Nt GIN Ub LO 


lerd Inverchapel D.9.59.p.m.14th January 1948 
Ne: 202 


14th January 1948 RedeSeeemo15th January 1948 


itepeated te Panama 
Jerusalem 
The Hague 
New Yerk (Consulate General) 


491340 QY093Y 91718Ng 


INPO&TA NT 


Addressed te Fareign Office telerram Ne: 202 
Januery 14th repeated te m, The Hague, 
Consulate General New Yerk. 
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Yeur telegram Ne: 419, 


Jewish illees] immigrat 

State Depirtment are conSidering paints made in 
yeur telegram under reference.They had, meenwhile witheut 
committing Maritime Commissian Suggested to Dereckter that 
he might put up bend of dollars 200,000. He theught this 
prehibited snd swid he had been thinking ef dollars 50,000 
te 100,000. State Department alse mentiened te him that 
they had heard thet he was trying te insure the Celene] 
iC. Johnsen in Londen market. He replied that he wished 
te insure her with Lleyds in Lenden, but ceuld net ds se 
until she had a flag. His Lenden agent had, he said, 
just written te him aSking whether a Warranty against 
illegal immigratien sheuld be included in imsurance and he 
Wes willing te agree te this, 
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2. State Department will be interested te knew 
whether inclusien ef x Warranty against illegal immigratien 
in insurance pelicy would medify view expressed in paragraph 
4 sf yeur telezram under reference as te guarantes which 
yeu require, 
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[Cepies sent te Telegraph Sectien Celenial 
Office fer transmission to Jerusalem]. 


XiAiX: 


saath 


pt e*4 


A RA EN 
Reha es 


Registry 
No. E& 58 


391450 GYO03N 2178Ng 


Telegram. 


a7 


seebescecsee 


aduaLafay 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Cypher. 


Distribution :— 


Zz 
Lu) 
- 
= 
ox 
S 
Lu 
tt) 
O 
- 
O 
z 
L 
- 
O 
Zz 


‘391440 GYOD3y 


J1718fid FHL JO NOISSIWHY3d LNO 
“HLIM ATIVO!HdVYDOLOHd G39NGOY day 


NOGNOT 


Copies to :— 


T1.?. 


3@ OL LON - HdVYSOLOHd LHDIYAGOD 


100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


Wt. 26469/137 


3149 


2a)" 


my 


” 


IR SOINS res Mig 
pstion > 
eee laces 


errsony 


$e 


Je ty RB tes tend 


tntescsbr Concerned Carry out 

Re novual ChArp ping BA ln Sivan 
Proiedwe as wank trv Ge purpe 
OL emnnntes Asquith, ew reek 


Ubentrons as p< Aauy thre Ynton | 
H nwt a prin cory Cow eheyotion 


Z 
O 
x 
< 
= 
u 
a 8 
z 


TO BE WRITTEN 


NOTHING 


‘3914350 GY0D34 


JI 78Ad JHL JO NOISSIWY3d LNO 
-HLIM ATIWOTHdVYDOLOHd G39NGON day 


NOGNO] 


391440 GY0034¥ 9178Ng 


auaLafay 


3@ OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


Be 


Cypher /OTP 
© 658/2/G 
Confidential 


DEPARTMENTAL 


FROM FORSIGN OFFIC™ TO WAS-IN TON 
De. 133 pom. 19th January, 


Sth January, 1948 


Repeated to Panama Noe 2 Saving 


The tiague ..o. 9 Saving | 
New York (Consul-General) No. 2 Saving 
Jerusalem waving 


o. 697 of 1 


January, repeated for information Saving to Panana, 
The Hague, iiew York (Consul-General) and Jerusalem. 


Your telegrem iio. 202 [ov 14th January]. 
Jewish illegal immigration. 


Insurance is only of value to owners of an illegal 
immigrant ship as a safeguard against loss or damage prior 
to her arrival in Palestine, as claim for loss of ship 
through confiscation by Government of Palestine would not, 


in any 


case, be met by insurance company. Indeed, 

eddition of « warranty a einst illegal immigration would 
also invalidate any claims for damage en route if the ship 
arrived in Palestine contrary to the terms of the warranty, 
thus rendering whole insurance nugatory. 


2. Generally speaking, we have found that the 
organisers of the traffic and the shipping interests 
concerned carry out the normal shipping and insurance 
procedure as much for the purpose of disguising their real 
intentions as for any other reason. Money is not a 
primary consideration and that is why we do not consider 
that cither « warranty or a bond would constitute a 
sufficient safeguard (see paragraph 5 of my telegran No. 


419). 
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ty telegrams ios 59 and 6a Lk 
into Palestine. 


T think thet we should now send detailed note to 


Bulgarian Government on following lines which would 
provide comprehensive decument for publication if 


required. 

9. It would begin with statement that bulgarian 
nete had been convey d that I now have 
instructions to protest s 
attempts at illegal iigr 
fren Bulgarian ports, aft a 
in Bulgarian nete that Sulge ian Gevermment had to 
guestien regular passports for imaigration to ~anaua, 
nete might centime with recapitulation of all 
waruings and appeals nade by this Le-atien to in 
sf Borelgn affairs since last zugust in cases of 
Paducah Northland Pan Crescent and .°an Yerk,  ‘ 
part ef the note would particularly stress the 
fer searching investigation ef any Clalin that 
passengers were preceeding te destinations ether 


then relestine. 
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 % any information ebtained by eur wither liies 
in Cyprus which throws doubt on statement chat 
emirants in Pen Crescent and Pan fer. h 

Panamanian visas and included no vulueria: 

might be inserted. I weuld prepese te add a 
paragravh alse abeut decision O°» Pansanian 
Gavermaent net te renew previsienal patents of 
registratien »f these Vv ssels, in view ef their 


preved utilisatien in illegal traffic. 
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4, eis aivht include that in face ef sur 


warnings, Sulparian Gevernment cammet claim they Ned 
[venissien] reasen ta cuestien genuineness ef travel 
dscuments. <chether er net they consid thenselves te 
have any interest in se deing is « questien sf ethical 
standards vhich they may decide ts adept, 

disclain such interest is te assume heavy [erp. unuec, 


? responsibility]. sulgarian actien has net se far been 
described aS in‘ringement ef United liatiens Charter as 


implied in idnister fer Fereign Affair's efficial 
netificatisn, ut cesntentien advanced in my Teccer 
27th Decenber is in the view ef His Majesty's Gavermicnt 
incontestable, LU while Jiis i.ajesty's Geveriment may have 

ir ' r Ferelen A. 
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pesition in Palestine and steps taken by is 
are s@ much matters ef public knewledge, that the outgar 
Geveriment wust bé presumes ts be fully » ef the 
serieus cemplicutiens likely te be caused by tlleval 
innigratieon at the present criticul time. hey have in 


~ - 


any case been left in ne deubt by the Legatien, IJtis 
therefore natter of creat revret te His hajesty's Gevernne:t 
that Sulearia has hitherta turned a deaf ear ta representations. 
His iajesty's Geverment are rel ctant te cenclude thet the 
Bulgarian Gevernment, while asviring te membership 

United iatiens, are yet deliberately cenniving at illegal 
immigratien, Sut if this is net the case the trust that 
Bulgerian Gevernuent, realising that they have been cuped 


in teur cases by the unscrupulsus preneters ef illicit 


5 


2 


trafvic, will take active steps te prevert furth-v fespaten 


frou Bule: rian territery and perts, persens whe nay 


be trying te ente 


sou apreve this cencrel eutline yeu May decide 
- give ne discretion as te exact terns, Otherwise 7 will 
send full draft four «pprevel by bag Jamuary P7tis. Lis 
desirable taat the nete sheuld ge in pefere any further 
immigrant ships arrive in this neighbeurheed, and I trust 
inerefere that «verything will be dene t# expedite the 
snferm.tien asked fer in my telegran 1.8, 63. 
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NOL Pte / Your telegram No. 67 Z of January 14th: 


Jewish Illegal Immigration_/ 
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Washipgtony () Scro Nos. 62 and 79 what further information is 
gr : ; 


Jerusalem available from Cyprus. There is also the 


Bucharest ZO Sa, information contained in Bucharest telegram 
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U.K. Delegation, 


7% New York.” ~°' |- 
3° 4 Sus “ . - ;  -“| the Bulgarian Government as suggested but the 
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No. 86. You should now address a note to 


line proposed in paragraph 4 of your telegram 
under reference should be strengthened as 


follows:- 
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Re In the light of our repeated warnings - 


and of the obvious fact that a mass movement 


En-Ghaw’. of Jews was on foot, the Bulgarian Government 
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South a Dept Roumania authorised to grant visas and the 
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countries. There are numerous precedents 
¥ this kind of pass movement by Jewish illegal 
to Pale shine 
e traffic has received world~ 
wide publicity) but there is not one precedent 


for such a movement of Jews to Panama. It 
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is as difficult to suppose that the Bulgarian 
Government were as ignorant of the real nature . 


and purpose of this journey by Jewish illegal 
immigrants/ 


(13556) Wt. 43697-140 


. ° : ‘ 
é ‘ : 1 


: 
SO Peete ma erate Caen aueet ree an ag beeen tee camegnetle: pen ee a 2A mentee a me nem Rem mel 


\ : . = » é 2 
ty : : , : abe > mee Re pee gn nae eee mee wee ee oe 
\ é. bs ¢ : : ‘ ter : age a . o weer WR Se ele tt ee LRTI ene teeter ne erg eter Cee TET ES a RE et + eRe Pe es, eony erage tere Yer ons ss 
CF ee ett ok ne Ree sna oar NS oe mea gee beeteneithes nanets, AONE sneer marae arsine @ rtnmnamas waite crete aaatI n ; Soap canein talenesthdethaeemcemnananat teett emmesdamaiaa tn testitndantehtibinienet anata cntitendannene! SORT NEI Ne ee Oty PERT SOON en OE He (In emerate te sas ROOE less Ferme rate seemnoumert Seah ede ea teatnimns aaa anneal ae at Ry Rha Be NER oe aL . zs ‘ 


ere ee See ou: 


immigrants aiming to break the law of Palestine) 


as that they were ignorant of the United 
Nations appeal for the avoidance of any action 
likely to exacerbate the critical situation 
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3. The M.F.A's implication that Bulgarian 
action was described as an infringement of 
U.N. Charter is both untrue and irrelevant; 
and he does not deny the incontestable fact 


stated in letter of 22 December that Bulgarian 


action is particularly reprehensible now that 
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the U.N. have made their recommendations for 


the future of Palestine and H.M.G. are 
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sudressea to Sefia telegram No. 113 of January 24th 
repeated ier inieraation saving to .ashingten, Jerusalen, 
Bucnarest #na United <invuen Delegation, Nsw Yerk. 


Your telegram Ne. 67 [ef January 14th: Jewish 
Tllecal Iumigration]. 


Yeu will have received in ay telegraus Nes. 62 
and 79 what further infermatien is available fren 
Cyprus. There is alsa the inferuatien cantained in 


Suchavest telegraa Ne. 86. Yeu sheuld new address a 
nete te the Bulgarian Governacnt as sugested but the 


line prepesca in paragraph 4 ef yeur telegram under 
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40 "In the light sf eur repeatea warnings ang af the 
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preceaents Ter this kina ef ass weveaent by Jewish 
illegal imuigrants te alestine (the traffic has veceive 
werlaewide publicity) but therc is net enc precedent 

Ter suck @ woeveacnt ef Jews te Panaitae It is as 
aifricult te suypese that the Bulgarian Gevernuent 

as lgmerant af the real nature ane purpess «% this 
journey by Jéwisn illegal immigrants aiming te break the 
law a. valestine as that they were ignerant of the 
United Natiens appeal fer the aveidance sf any actien 
lixely te exacerbate tie critical situatien in Palestine 
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particularly reprehensible new that the United 
Nations haye made their recenucndations fer 
the future ef Palestine and His iiajesty's 
Gevernaent are discussing the relinquishsaent 
‘ef autherity there with a Unitea Nations 
Ceuaissisn. In any case if Bulgaria aspires 
* | te aeabership ef the Unitea Natiens Bulgarian 
Pe Sa ee Gevernacnt weuld be well advised te acquaknt 
cee ne ee re theaselves with the activities ef that erganisatien 
ana with the ebligations which its wembers are 
called upen te unsertake". 
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sentences ef paragraph 4 semething en the 
fellewin; lines. "ve can only cenclude fren 
the evidenes available that the Bulgarian 
autherities have either been aeliberately 
| cenniving at the illegal imaigratien traffic 
| in ye tu A Re aes er that a mistake has been made and tnoat it 
NT hg EE ee ede can therefare be assumed that ne 
, further party will be allewed te leave in 
this manner". 
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Sir 0. Harvey. 
No. 11 SAVING R 


13th January, 1928, 
Your telegram No, 41. 


e 
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15th January , 1948, 


A communication in the terms you suggest had already 


been sent to the liinistry of Foreign Affairs, The Sette 


Fratelli is still under repair and I am assured that the 


local authorities have been instructed to take all reasonable| 


steps to retard her departure after the completion of 


repsirs, 
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Your telegram No: 3 Jewish Immigration. 


I saw new IMinister for Foreign Affairs thi 
morning. He was most sympathetic and will do what 
he can. He told me that Panamanian Government are 
urgently working on an executive order designed to 
modify present law governing registration. 
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HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Rome 


presents his compliments to Secretary of State, Foreign Office ° 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents. 


British.......HM@bassy, _ 
Rome. 
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N.V. No. 22 


NOTE VERBALE 


is 
oye Nene 
la " 


His Britannic Majesty's Embassy presents its compliments 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and in continuance of 
previous correspondence regarding the use of Italian ports 
and resources by ships engaged in transporting refugees 
illegally to Palestine and the abuses of Italian territory 
committed by the organisers of thts traffic, has the honour 
to inform them that the two Italian ships "Maria Christina" 
and "Glovanni Maria", whose identity is already known to 
the Ministry, arrived in Palestinian waters at the end of 
December carrying respectively 882 and 688 illegal immigrants. 


3914540 GYO93YN 9178Ng 


26 The Ministry are already aware from previous corres- 
pondence with the Embassy of the serious aggravation which 
this traffic causes to the situation in Palestine. The 
Embassy have already been obliged, in their Note Verbale 

No. 325/294/47 of 3rd December, to express the dissatisfaction 
of His Majesty's Government that the "Giovanni Maria should 
have been permitted to prepare for and to commence her recent 
voyage from an Italian port. While noting from the Ministry's 
Aide Memoire No. 11/40692/569 of 30th December that this ship 
has subsequently been subjected to a fine for transporting un- 
authorised passengers, the Embassy are obliged to renew 

their protest that sufficiently effective measures should 

not have been taken either to prevent this ship sailing 

from Italy or to restrict her movements, with the result 

that she succeeded in reaching Palestine with a large 

number of illegal immigrants. 


v? 


i 


~dDUaLa fz 


D6 As regards the "Maria Christina", the Embassy has 
furthermore been instructed to inform the Ministry that the 
illegal emigrants carried by this ship are now known to have 
embarked from Italy. It is understood for example that some 
of the Jews in question left the wicinity of Palese near 
Bari on 9th December, and on the following day embarked near 
Orbetello on the Tyrrhenian coast. The Embassy are at a 
loss to understand how a large party of refugees could in 
such a brief period have succeeded in leaving Palese, in 
travelling across the breadth of Italy and in embarking on 

a ship without the local Italian authorities becoming aware 
of the movement, and they have been instructed to express the 
Serious concern of His Majesty's Government that this illegal 
embarkation should not have been prevented. They trust 

that the Italian Government will arrange for appropriate 
investigations to be made into the circumstances. 
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4. The Embassy have at the same time been instructed 

to draw the Italian Government's urgent attention to the 
resence in Italian ports of a number of suspect ships 
lanes names have already been communicated to the Ministry) 
and to express the hope of His Majesty's Government that all 

means possible will be used to control their activities. 


Rome. 
January 13th, 1948. 
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HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome 


presents his compliments to Secretary of State, Foreign Office 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentigned documents. 


British. Embassy, 


Rome. 
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ence to previous correspondence : 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Afjde Memoire to 
Ministry of Foréign 


lu. 1.48, 


Jewish illegal immigration. 


3479-11477 (2) 
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There are two suspect ships of considerable 


gize how in Genoa. These are:- 


(a) ATALENA, & Panamanian ship of 1820 tons, 
whose name was communicated by telephone 


to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the 
3rd January; 


(>) CYPRESS, a Panamanian ship of 650 tons, 
whose name was given to the Ministry of 


Foreign Affairs in 4 letter to Signor 
Marieni No. 
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389/62/47 of the llth December. 
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A further large-sized suspect ship, the MEDINA, 
of 5426 tons, flying the Panamanian flag, is expected 
to arrive in Genoa on 15th or 16th January. 


His Britannic Majesty's Embassy have been instructed 
to point out the extreme seriousness of the situation 
which would develop if these three ships should succeed 
in arriving in Palestine carrying illegal immigrants. 

and there is 


They could transport some 14,000 passengers 
camps for 3000 persons. 


only place left in the Cyprus 
Moreover the ATALENA is operated by the American League 
for a Free Palestiné, an organisation said to be pledged 
to support Jewish terrorism. 


The arrival of these ships with their c 
of passengers in Palestine before the end of the Mandate 
might well provoke serious violence there, and their 


departure from an Italian port would consequently be 4 
to His Majesty's Government 


matter of gravest concern 
in the Middle East. In the 


and a threat to peace 
t earnestly 


circumstances His Majesty's Government mos 
lian Government will help them by 


trusts that the Ita 
delaying departure of these hips untiléfter the end of 
the Mandate, i.e. at the most for only about four 


months. 
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Rome. 
January 14th, 1948. 
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HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington presents his 
compliments to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the under- 
mentioned documents. : Me fer oie. 


morae 


British Embassy 
Washington, D. C. 


| JAN [943 


Ad5th\January - 
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TRANSLATION 


Embassy of Panama 
Washington 


E~8 7th January; 1948 
Your Excellency, 


I have the honour to 
that I have received a 


491440 GY0034¥ 2178Ng 


Virginia, which, it is suspected, might be engaged 
in the illegal transport of Jewish immigrants. 


His Excellency the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs also requested me to 


i 


For Your Excellency's information and as a 
tangible proof of the foregoing, I have the honour 
to send you a cutting of an item which appeared a 
few days ago in the "Estrella de Panama", which 
explains the attitude which the Panama Government will 
adopt in cases where it is proved that vessels under 
the Panamanian flag are engaged in the illegal transport 
of persons to Palestine. 
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Accept, Your Excellency, the assurance of my 
highest consideration. 


E.J. CHEVALIER 


His Excellency Charge d'affaires a.i, 
Lord Inverchapel 


British Embassy 
Washington 
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Sir, 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 


of your letter E-931 of the 19th November about the 


je 


ev 


ae 


3014350 GH003N J178Ng 


vessels PAN YORK, PAN CRESCENT and COL. F.C. JOHNSON, 


ee 
sa 


in which you were good enough to inform me that you had 
referred my letter of the 10th November on this subject 
to the Panamanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and that 


seed 


sees 


you were sure that the Government of Panama would take 


the necessary measures to prevent the transport of 


illegal immigrants in vessels flying the Panamanian flag. 
In thanking you for your letter I should like 


to add that I know that my Government will greatly 
appreciate any measures which the Government of Panama 
may feel able to adopt in order to prevent the use of 


Panamanian registry by ships engaged in this traffic. 
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I avail myself of this opportunity to renew 


to you the assurance of my highest consideration. 
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Senor Don E.J. Chevalier, 
Charge d'Affaires, 
Embassy of Panama, 
Washington, D.C. 
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TRANSLATION 
Embassy of Panama 


Washington 
19th November 1947 


mre: 


B-931 


Your Excellency, 
I have the honour to refer to Your Excellency's 


ie, RO AED 


sche 


Tl 


esteemed communique G124/47 of the 10th of this month 
py which you were so good as to inform this Embassy of 
the details of which Your Excellency had cognisance with 
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regard to the illegal passenger traffic in which the 


Tes 


ot 
er 
Oe 


merchant ship PAN YORK and her sister ship the PAN 


iPS ty 


CRESCENT flying the Panamanian flag are engaged; as also 
the information which Your Excellency has received with 


aoueLa fay 


regard to the request presented by Samuel Derecktor for 
placing the steamship COL. F.C. JOHNSON under the same 
flag; he being the proprietor of the above ship and 


proposing thereafter to pass it over to an individual 


named Ginsberg. In reply I have the honour to confirm 


to Your Excellency that I have informed the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs of the esteemed communication to which 


I have referred and I am sure that my Government will 
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JITdAd JHL 4O NOISSIWY3d LNO 
“HLIM AVWOILHdVYDOLOHd G39NGOY d3zy 


take the necessary steps to prevent the continuation 


of this illegal traffic in passengers on the part of 


NOGNOT 


ships flying the flag of the Republic of Panama. 


As soon as I have received an answer I shall 


have the honour to communicate it to Your Excellency 


Accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my 


Ne 


highest consideration. 


E.J. CHEVALIER 


His Excellency Charge d'Affaires ai. 


Lord Inverchapel 
British Ambassador 
Washington, D.C. 
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British Embassy 


Washington, D.C, Ene 
G124/./47 | 10th November 1947 


Your Excellency, 


I have the honour to invite reference to 
correspondence between our two Missions on the subject 
of illegal immigration to Palestine, ending with my 
letter to Monsieur Chevalier of the 3rd April last, 


raffic of vessels 
anian flag. The activities of these 
vessels of Panamanian registry are a source of serious 
embarrassment to them at the present time. 
cargo ships with a potential 
close on 17,000 persons are n 
of Constanza, 


3 


Hit E: gy! 


ion has also been received 
» the COL. FREDERICK C. JOHNSON 
» Virginia, is destined for this traffic. 
certain Samuel Derecktor of 
that an application for 
FREDERICK C. JOHNSON to 
been filed in his name. 
ted that a certain Ginsberg 
wnership of the vessel from 
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Jesty' to 
get into touch with l there 
on this matter and I ready 
to cooperate. 


weet ae QT 


Tegner 


Aas 
Nes 


a 

od 
I avail myself of this opportunity to renew a 
to you the assurance of my highest consideration, ay 


at 
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INVERCHAPEL 
His Excellency 


Senor Dr. Don J.J. Vallarino 
The Ambassador of Panama, 
Washington, D.C, 


9 


(Copy sent to Sir FP, Evans, New York) 
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